Dear Parents/Guardians, 

From now until the end of the year, the _________________________class will be taking part in a pilot writing project designed to help them develop their writing, share their writing with a real audience, and practice incorporating technology with the writing process.  Students will be able to post answers in regard to critical thinking questions on a teacher created wiki.  
What is a Discussion Board?
A wiki is a technological communication tool that allows students to post comments to a question online. Other students (classmates) who are members of the same discussion board may read that comment/question, and respond with their own remarks over time.
How it Works

I will be using a classroom wiki and each week, I will pose a question for students to answer. They will be given class time to develop their answers to the posed question.  All posts will then be reviewed by myself and once approved, students will post their answers onto the wiki. Each post also receives a date stamp and can be traced back to the author. 
Security

The collaborative communication project is designed to minimize risk to your child.  Students do not have to create an account with personal information in order to respond to a post.  Instead, students will be given random ID numbers that will only be known by the student and myself.  I will then be able to monitor the discussion on the wiki through the use of ID numbers and avoid having students use personal information on the board.  
If you have any questions or concerns about the discussion board please feel free to contact me at the school or email at 

Permission

Before your child/guardian may start working with the wiki, I am asking for you and your child to discuss and sign the following form.

Discussion Board Terms and Conditions:
1. Students using the wiki are expected to act safely by keeping personal information out of their posts.  You agree to not post or give out your family name, password, user name, email address, home address, or other information that could lead to contact.  You may share your ideas and opinions of the posed questions.

2. Students using the wiki agree to not share their ID number with anyone other then their teacher and parents/ guardians.  You agree to never log on as another student.

3. Students using the wiki are expected to treat it as a classroom space.  Speech that is inappropriate for class is not appropriate for the discussion board.  While we encourage you in debate and conversation with others, we also expect that you will conduct yourself in a manner reflective of a representative Sturgeon School Division. 

4. The discussion board is a form for student expression.  However, it is first and foremost a tool for learning and as such will sometimes be constrained by various requirements and rules of the classroom teacher.

5. Students who do not abide by these terms and conditions will loose their opportunity to take part in this project.
I have read and understood the wiki terms and conditions.  I agree to uphold them.

Student’s signature:  


Parent’s signature:


